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In the global rush for the resources that will power the 21st-
century economy — from electric vehicles and renewable energy
systems to semiconductors and national defense technologies -
one country stands out not just for its geological wealth but
for its strategic positioning, financial infrastructure, and
policy momentum: Canada.

Long known for its gold, nickel, and potash, Canada has now fast
emerged as a leading global supplier of critical minerals — the
metals and elements essential to electrification,
decarbonization, and advanced manufacturing. For 1investors
seeking exposure to real economic transformation, Canada’s
mining sector remains one of the most compelling stories on the
planet.

Mining as a Modern Economic Engine

Today’s Canadian mining industry 1is vastly larger and more
integrated than the familiar stories of decades past.

According to the most recent federal data, the minerals sector
contributed an estimated $156 billion to Canada’s GDP in 2024 -
about 5% of the nation’s nominal economic output when direct and
indirect contributions are combined. This underscores mining’s
role as a major economic pillar, not a niche sector.

In addition:
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 Mineral exports totaled roughly $153 billion in 2024,
accounting for about 21% of all Canadian merchandise
exports — a share that rivals Canada’s largest export
categories.

= Canada produces more than 60 different minerals and metals
at over 200 active mines and countless pits and quarries,
from traditional commodities to emerging critical inputs.

This breadth means that Canada isn’'t dependent on a handful of
metals — instead, its mining industry delivers diversity that
aligns with the needs of both traditional industrial demand and
emerging high-tech sectors.

Employment, Skills, and Indigenous
Participation

The mining economy remains a major source of high-quality jobs
across the country.

According to the Mining Association of Canada, some 430,000
Canadians were employed directly in mining in 2023, with an
additional 281,000 jobs supported indirectly - meaning nearly
one in every 28 Canadian jobs is connected to the sector.

Notably:

= Mining is one of the largest private-sector employers of
Indigenous peoples in the country, offering career
opportunities, skills development, and economic
participation for communities historically on the margins
of industrial growth.

For investors, a workforce of this scale — with high pay and
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technical specialization — signals a stable base for long-term
project development and operational continuity.

Critical Minerals: Growth and
Strategic Significance

In national accounting, the critical minerals sub-sector 1is
among the fastest growing and most strategically prized parts of
Canadian mining.

Statistics Canada reports that the economic contribution of
critical mineral production reached roughly $30.2 billion in
2023, representing about 1.1% of Canada’s entire economy and
more than one-third of the broader mining sector’s output.

Jobs tied to critical mineral production also increased, with
nearly 55,000 positions attributed to the sector in 2023 — up
from previous years as demand for these metals accelerates
globally.

Critical minerals include nickel, copper, cobalt, lithium,
graphite and rare earth elements — all essential inputs for
electric vehicles, batteries, grid storage, defense systems, and
advanced electronics. Canada is a major global producer of
copper and nickel, and its lithium, graphite, and rare earth
projects are moving rapidly toward production.

Capital Markets: A Global Mining Hub

Canada’s importance isn’t just in the ground — it’s in the
markets that finance mining.

Toronto’s TSX and TSX Venture exchanges remain among the world’s
top centers for mining equity capital formation, attracting
investment for exploration, development, mining services, and
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processing ventures. This means that for public company
investors, Canada 1is not a peripheral market — it’'s the market
for mining capital flows.

In 2023, Canadian-headquartered mining and exploration firms
held roughly $336.7 billion in global assets, with about two-
thirds of this value outside Canada — evidence of the sector’s
global reach and investment scale.

Geopolitical Momentum: Diversifying
Global Supply Chains

Global geopolitics are reshaping mining demand, and Canada 1is
positioning itself as a trusted supplier of critical minerals to
the world’s largest economies.

In 2025, under Canada’s G7 Presidency, leaders agreed on a
Critical Minerals Action Plan aimed at diversifying mineral
supply chains away from over-dependence on any single country
and promoting standards-based, transparent markets for critical
minerals.

In late 2025, the Canadian federal government also announced a
C$6.4 billion investment initiative to accelerate 26 critical
mineral projects and partnerships, including offtake agreements
and strategic infrastructure linkages. These measures aim to
make Canada a cornerstone of allied supply chains for battery
materials, rare earths, and other high-demand resources.

Industry Leadership and Responsible
Mining

Canada’'s mining sector also retains a reputation for
environmental stewardship, safety, and community engagement.
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Canadian mining companies have been global 1leaders 1in
sustainability standards, often partnering with Indigenous
groups and community stakeholders to advance socially
responsible practices. Government programs, regulations, and
industry initiatives continue to reinforce environmental
protection, workplace safety, and community benefit frameworks.

This positions Canadian miners well for attracting global
capital — institutional investors increasingly demand strong
governance and ESG performance as a condition for financing.

Expert Perspective: Jack Lifton on
Minerals and Geopolitics

Investors should consider not just the numbers but the strategic
context of mineral demand.

As Jack Lifton, Co-Chair of the Critical Minerals Institute
(CMI), has observed:

“We are now at an inflection point for our society. If we can
secure the supplies and the processing capacity for the minerals
critical for the technologies we now take for granted in our
daily lives, then our nations will flourish and grow. If not,
then our standard of living will decline, and those who have the
critical minerals and the industrial bases to refine and
fabricate them surge ahead of us.”

This insight cuts to the heart of why Canada’s mining sector
isn’t simply a resource story — it's a geoeconomic one.

What This Means for Investors in 2026

For capital allocators hunting long-term value with strategic
upside, Canada’s mining ecosystem checks virtually every box:
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»Scale: A $150 billion-plus export engine and multi-
trillion-dollar global market linkage.

= Growth: Critical minerals are becoming a larger share of
economic output and job creation.

= Stability: Strong legal, regulatory, and financial
infrastructure backed by transparent markets.

 Strategy: Government and allied support for supply-chain
diversification and investment in future metals.

The world’s next economic revolution — electric mobility,
renewable grids, AI infrastructure, defense tech — will be built
on minerals. Canada is uniquely positioned to supply those
minerals responsibly, at scale, and with global trust. For

investors, that’'s not just an opportunity — it’s a cornerstone
of tomorrow’s portfolio.



