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Pre-Open Market Overview

Global futures are showing mixed movements as investors brace
for significant economic updates. Canadian futures are under
pressure due to weak commodity prices and anticipation of key
inflation data that could provide insights into the Bank of
Canada’s interest rate cut timeline. In the U.S., index futures
are mixed, reflecting caution among investors as they await the
minutes from the Federal Reserve'’s last policy meeting, which
could offer clues about future interest rate decisions.
Investors are also holding back on big bets ahead of NVIDIA
Corporation’s (NASDAQ: NVDA) earnings report due later in the
week. European stocks have edged lower, influenced by declines
in Asian equities, including Japan’s Nikkei. Chinese stocks
ended in negative territory, primarily due to ongoing struggles
in the property sector. Meanwhile, the U.S. dollar is struggling
to find a clear direction.

Corporate Announcements

= Aclara Resources Inc. (TSX: ARA) has appointed Dr. Kurt
Forrester as the lead advisor for the technical
development of its heavy rare earths separation project.
Dr. Forrester is an internationally recognized chemical
engineer with extensive experience in solvent extraction
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and other separation technologies across various
commodities. Aclara CEO Ramon Barua expressed enthusiasm
about the addition, emphasizing the company’s commitment
to establishing a heavy rare earths separation facility
outside of China as part of its vertical integration
strategy.

 Power Nickel Inc. (TSXV: PNPN | OTCQB: PNPNF) announced
high-grade assay results for hole PN-24-055 today,
highlighting significant intersections of various metals,
including gold, silver, copper, palladium, platinum, and
nickel. CEO Terry Lynch described the discovery as
special, noting the high-grade intersections and the
potential for further growth given current metal price
trends.

World Market Trends

European market futures are showing declines with Euro STOXX 50
futures down, alongside losses in FTSE and German DAX futures.
In Asia, stocks have generally drifted lower, with the dollar
maintaining a firm stance as investors await the Federal
Reserve’s policy meeting minutes to understand the timing and
extent of potential interest rate cuts.

0il prices have fallen as investors anticipate that persistent
U.S. inflation and higher interest rates could dampen consumer
and industrial demand. Key commodity prices are seeing movements
with spot gold down, and crude oil prices also dipping.

U.S. Market Highlights

The Nasdaq Composite closed at a record high on Monday, driven
by gains in tech companies like Nvidia. The index added 0.65%,
while the S&P 500 saw a slight increase of 0.09%. Conversely,
the Dow Jones Industrial Average fell by 0.49%, dragged down by
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losses from JPMorgan Chase. Nvidia’'s stock gained more than 2%
as positive analyst reports bolstered the company’s position
ahead of its earnings announcement.

» Ford Motor Co. (NYSE: F) has expressed support for the
Biden administration’s initiatives to significantly cut
vehicle emissions by 2032, stating that complying with
emissions regulations requires extensive planning and
transformation within the company. This stance 1is a
rebuttal to arguments that new climate rules are
detrimental to business.

= International Business Machines Corporation (IBM) (NYSE:
IBM) has announced plans to release a family of artificial
intelligence models as open-source software and assist
Saudi Arabia in training an AI system in Arabic. IBM’s
strategy focuses on generating revenue from practical
applications of AI models, irrespective of their origin or
hosting environment. CEO Arvind Krishna emphasized the
importance of competition and responsible use of AI.

= JPMorgan Chase has seen a conservative shareholder
withdraw a resolution from its annual meeting agenda,
reflecting changes the bank has made to consider diverse
viewpoints. This includes removing political tests for
customers and serving clients regardless of their
political, social, or religious views.

Lowe’s reported a smaller-than-expected decline 1in
quarterly sales, attributed to increased small-scale
repairs by inflation-hit consumers. Visits to Lowe’s
stores have risen slightly, and same-store sales fell less
than analysts anticipated.

= Mastercard and Visa have faced scrutiny from Britain’s
Payment Systems Regulator over significant fee hikes for
retailers, with 1little evidence of <corresponding
improvements in service quality. The regulator highlighted
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concerns about competition not functioning effectively in
this market.

= Zoom Video Communications has raised its annual profit and
revenue forecasts, driven by robust demand for its
products as hybrid work continues. The company expects
full-year revenue and earnings to exceed previous
estimates, reflecting strong performance in the first
quarter.

International Developments

The International Criminal Court’s prosecutor has requested
arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and several Hamas leaders over alleged war crimes. Federal
Reserve officials remain cautious about inflation trends despite
recent easing in consumer price pressures, calling for continued
vigilance in monetary policy. Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy has criticized Western allies for delays in military
support decisions, urging faster action.

Anglo American PLC has received support from Legal & General
Investment Management for its recently announced break-up plan,
while Saudia Group has placed a significant order for Airbus
aircraft, marking a recovery for the European planemaker. BMW
has reportedly imported Mini Cooper vehicles with components
from a banned Chinese supplier, according to a U.S. Senate
report. AstraZeneca aims to significantly boost its revenue by
2030 through the launch of new medicines and growth in existing
portfolios, projecting substantial increases in 1its market
presence and financial performance. Investor.Coffee highlights
key developments and market trends across global and U.S.
markets, reflecting the dynamic and interconnected nature of
today’s economic landscape. This is intended for entertainment
purposes only. We encourage you to review news stories on source
links that are included above.
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