
African Dreams on the Rocks
written by Melissa (Mel) Sanderson | December 23, 2024
In West Africa, for instance, three of the poorest countries in
the world, Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger, overtaken by terrorism
and military juntas, are now threatening to withdraw from the
regional cooperative body, Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS). Doing so would end the open borders provisions
which had made easier the transport of mining products from the
land-locked areas to ports, and also would end the easy movement
of  human  capital  that  had  facilitated  project  developments.
While  still  subject  to  negotiation,  this  withdrawal  would
disrupt regional trade and services flows that are worth nearly
$150 billion a year and potentially export instability to other
ECOWAS nations such as Nigeria, Ghana, and Ivory Coast.

Investor.Coffee  (09.18.2024):
All Eyes on Rate Cut and Gold
Climbs Amid Uncertainty
written by Tracy Hughes | December 23, 2024
The  big  headline  today  is  the  Federal  Reserve’s  upcoming
decision  on  interest  rates.  Futures  are  trading  flat  this
morning as we await the Fed’s first rate cut in over four years.
Will it be a 25-basis-point or a more aggressive 50-basis-point
cut?
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MineralFunds Report Identifies
Gold Trends and Highlights the
BlackRock  Global  Funds  World
Gold Fund
written by InvestorNews | December 23, 2024
As we dive into the Managed Gold Fund Holdings and Attribution
Analysis for May 2024, several critical insights and trends
emerge from the data compiled by MineralFunds.com’s Analyst and
Founder, Christopher Berlet. This comprehensive report offers a
detailed look at the most recent portfolio holdings for gold and
precious metal managed funds, highlighting significant changes
and strategic decisions made by fund managers. Here’s a summary
of the key findings and their implications for investors.

BlackRock  Global  Funds  World  Gold
Fund (BGFWGF)
One of the standout points in the report is the performance and
strategic shifts within the BlackRock Global Funds World Gold
Fund (BGFWGF). Despite experiencing a 16.2% decrease in assets
under  management  (AUM),  dropping  from  US$3,981  million  to
US$3,338 million over six months, BGFWGF maintains its position
as the world’s largest gold equity fund. This decline in AUM
highlights the volatility and challenges within the gold market
but  also  underscores  the  fund’s  resilience  and  strategic
maneuvering.
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During this period, BGFWGF added significant new positions in De
Grey Mining Ltd. (ASX: DEG), Allied Gold Corp. (TSX: AAUC), and
Vysochaishii PAO. Notably, De Grey Mining Ltd. has emerged as a
critical component of the portfolio, representing 1.36% of the
total portfolio. This addition reflects confidence in De Grey
Mining’s potential, particularly given its exciting new gold
discovery at Hemi in the Pilbara. The fund’s largest holding
remains Barrick Gold Corp. (TSX: ABX), constituting 7.4% of the
portfolio,  showcasing  a  continued  commitment  to  established
industry leaders.

Simultaneously, the fund divested from Newcrest Mining Ltd.,
Northam  Platinum  Holdings  Ltd.  (JSE:  NPH),  and  GV  Gold
Vysochaishy, indicating a strategic shift in focus and perhaps
an attempt to optimize the portfolio by shedding underperforming
or less strategic assets.

First Eagle Gold Fund (FEGF)
In contrast to BGFWGF, the First Eagle Gold Fund (FEGF) saw a
notable increase in AUM, rising by 9.11% from US$2,138 million
to US$2,332 million as of April 30, 2024. This growth reflects a
strong inflow of investor capital and growing confidence in the
fund’s  strategy  and  holdings.  Interestingly,  FEGF  did  not
acquire new positions or divest any existing holdings during
this period. Its largest position, Wheaton Precious Metals Corp.
(NYSE:  WPM),  comprises  14.2%  of  the  total  portfolio,
underscoring  the  fund’s  commitment  to  key  high-performing
assets.

Broader Trends in Gold Funds
The  report  highlights  several  broader  trends  and  strategic
decisions across various gold and precious metal managed funds.



Here are the five key highlights:

New Company Holdings Across Major Funds: Multiple funds1.
have added new positions in companies such as Meridian
Mining UK Societas (TSX: MNO | OTCQX: MRRDF), Snowline
Gold Corp. (TSXV: SGD | OTCQB: SNWGF), MAG Silver Corp.
(TSX: MAG | NYSE American: MAG), Montage Gold Corp. (TSXV:
MAU), De Grey Mining Ltd. (ASX: DEG), and Allied Gold
Corp. (TSX: AAUC). This influx of new holdings signifies
growing interest and investment in these firms, likely
driven by their potential and performance prospects.
Significant  AUM  Increases:  Several  funds,  including2.
Fidelity Select Gold Fund and Franklin Gold & Precious
Metals  Fund  (USA),  saw  notable  increases  in  AUM,
indicating  a  strong  inflow  of  investor  capital  and
heightened  confidence  in  the  gold  and  precious  metals
market.
Largest Portfolio Positions: The report underscores the3.
dominance of major industry players within these funds.
Agnico Eagle Mines Limited (TSX: AEM) and Wheaton Precious
Metals Corp. are among the largest holdings, reflecting
their robust performance and strategic importance within
the portfolios.
Attribution  Analysis  Findings:  The  attribution  analysis4.
reveals strategic decisions by fund managers, with new
acquisitions  and  divestments  reflecting  shifts  in
portfolio  strategies.  For  instance,  Franklin  Gold  &
Precious  Metals  Fund  (USA)  added  Meridian  Mining  UK
Societas  while  divesting  from  First  Mining  Gold  Corp.
(TSX: FF | OTCQX: FFMGF), Gold Mountain Mining Corp. (TSX:
GMTN | OTCQB: GMTNF), Perpetua Resources Corp. (NASDAQ:
PPTA | TSX: PPTA), and Westhaven Gold Corp. (TSXV: WHN)
Global  Fund  Activity:  The  comprehensive  nature  of  the5.
analysis covers global fund activity, including monthly,



quarterly, and semi-annual reporting funds from various
domiciles such as the USA, Luxembourg, Canada, UK, France,
and  other  countries.  This  broad  scope  underscores  the
diverse  geographic  focus  of  gold  and  precious  metal
investments.

Conclusion
The Managed Gold Fund Holdings and Attribution Analysis for May
2024 provides a wealth of information and insights into the
current  state  and  strategic  directions  of  major  gold  and
precious metal funds. The report highlights significant changes
in  holdings,  notable  AUM  increases,  and  strategic  portfolio
decisions,  offering  valuable  insights  for  investors  and
stakeholders in the gold market. For those interested in a deep
dive into the data and trends, the full report is available
[here].

Barrick  Gold  Partners  with
Geophysx  Jamaica  for  Major
Exploration Initiative
written by InvestorNews | December 23, 2024
Barrick  Gold  Corporation  (NYSE:  GOLD  |  TSX:  ABX),  a  global
leader in the gold and copper mining industry, has announced a
new exploration partnership with Geophysx Jamaica Ltd., setting
the stage for an exciting chapter in Jamaica’s mining sector.
This  partnership,  facilitated  through  an  exploration  earn-in

https://mailchi.mp/mineralfunds/managed-gold-fund-holdings-and-attribution-analysis-may-2024
https://investornews.com/critical-minerals-rare-earths/barrick-gold-partners-with-geophysx-jamaica-for-major-exploration-initiative/
https://investornews.com/critical-minerals-rare-earths/barrick-gold-partners-with-geophysx-jamaica-for-major-exploration-initiative/
https://investornews.com/critical-minerals-rare-earths/barrick-gold-partners-with-geophysx-jamaica-for-major-exploration-initiative/


agreement,  will  grant  Barrick  access  to  approximately  4,000
square  kilometers  of  land,  which  boasts  geological
characteristics  similar  to  those  found  in  the  Dominican
Republic, where Barrick successfully operates the Pueblo Viejo
mine.

The  more  gold  the  merrier,
introducing  the  LSE  listed
project  generator  Panther
Metals
written by InvestorNews | December 23, 2024
With the debate about inflation raging on as to whether it’s
transitory, or what the definition of transitory even is, we are
starting to see gold catch a bit of a bid of late. In early
September I wrote an article about whether it was time to invest
in gold or gold producers. In the article, I looked at the
technicals for the commodity and wasn’t convinced it was a buy
(or a sell) at the time, but I did suggest that it would be a
whole  different  story  if  the  price  spent  a  few  days  above
US$1,850. Guess what? As of yesterday’s close, gold has closed
above this significant threshold for 5 consecutive days. I’m now
changing my tune and would suggest the gold trade looks a lot
more interesting at the moment.

Correspondingly, one would anticipate that if the underlying
commodity starts to look like an appealing trade then so should
those companies involved in gold exploration and production as
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well.  After  all,  the  rising  tide  for  uranium  has  certainly
lifted all boats from what I can see, and quite significantly in
many cases. With that in mind today we are going to look at a
company that is incorporated in the Isle of Man but has gold
projects in Canada and Australia. Listed on the Main Market of
the  London  Stock  Exchange,  Panther  Metals  PLC  (LSE:  PALM)
invests in or acquires companies or projects within the natural
resources sector which have the potential for growth and value
generation over the medium to long term. The Company does have a
couple  of  interesting  nickel-cobalt  prospects  in  Western
Australia and a few other resource targets in Canada but, given
my introduction, I will stick to the gold prospects for now.

We’ll start with the Canadian assets because there is a little
more explaining required for the structure of the Australian
properties. Panther has three assets all located in Ontario,
Canada, in and around the north shore of Lake Superior. In late
September the Company announced it had begun drilling a 400m
hole at its Dotted Lake Property located approximately 20 km
from Barrick Gold Corporation’s renowned Hemlo Gold Mine. Gold
prospects on the property include 23.3 g/t Au over 0.3m and 9.0
g/t Au over 0.4m from channel sampling with reconnaissance rock-
chip grades of up to 16.95 g/t Au along a 2km shear-zone. At the
Obonga Project the Company announced in early October that it
would drill up to three diamond core holes seeking to test the
Wishbone volcanogenic massive sulphide prospect. There is also
the Big Bear Project which consists of mineral claims covering

an  area  of  42km2  over  highly  prospective  and  under-explored
greenstone stratigraphy.

Skipping across to the other side of the world, Panther has
numerous assets in both the Northern Territory and in Western
Australia. The catch is that Panther Metals PLC is currently
spinning out these assets into Panther Metals Limited (PML)
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which should begin trading on the Australian Securities Exchange
on  December  10,  2021.  Upon  completion  of  this  transaction
Panther Metals PLC will hold 36.6% of PML. Given that Panther is
a project generator this transaction made sense to provide the
working capital to develop the Australian portfolio. Part of the
PML IPO was the issuing of new shares resulting in A$5 million
being raised to fund the advancement of these assets.

Now that we have the housekeeping details out of the way let’s
start with the key Western Australia assets. The Merolia Project
comprises a series of largely contiguous exploration licenses
located 35 km to the southeast of the town of Laverton in the
Eastern  Goldfields  Province  of  Western  Australia.  The  area
around Laverton includes several major gold mines, including
Granny Smith (3 Moz), Sunrise Dam (8 Moz) and Wallaby (8 Moz),
and many other significant gold deposits. It is one of the most
prolific  gold  producing  areas  in  Western  Australia  and  is
consequently well-serviced by infrastructure and has a skilled
local workforce. Previous drilling across this prospect area
includes 8m at 6.7 g/t Au at Burtville East and 9m at 46.5 g/t
Au at Ironstone. Approximately 15km to the west of Laverton lies
the Red Flag Project with its best near surface drill intercept
of 2m at 9.2 g/t Au.

The  Northern  Territory  assets  include  the  Annaburroo  and
Marrakai  gold  projects,  which  comprise  two  granted  licenses

covering a total area of 160km2, located 70km to the southeast of
Darwin. Both license areas are close to good infrastructure and
the Toms Gully and Rustlers Roost deposits, which are owned by
China Hanking Holdings Limited. Previous drilling in the area
provided intercepts including 2m @ 9.32 g/t Au and 2m @ 5.74 g/t
Au.

This interesting Company provides you a couple of options for
participation.  If  you  are  more  of  a  fan  of  the  Australian
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assets, you can simply wait a few weeks and trade PML directly.
If you are like me and think the more prospects the merrier then
you can go with the parent company Panther Metals PLC and gain
exposure to the Canadian assets as well.

Westward Gold’s survey results
focus on its Nevada Properties
written by InvestorNews | December 23, 2024
The gold price has been creeping higher lately without getting
much attention and is currently at US$1,857/oz. Perhaps the
passing and signing today of the US$1 trillion infrastructure
deal will help gold rise even higher as US government spending
continues, and the US Federal Reserve prints countless more US
dollars to fund it. Certainly, it appears that US interest rates
may be on hold until after the Fed taper ends around July 2022.
All of this remains very positive for gold.

Westward Gold Inc. (CSE: WG) (formerly IM Exploration Inc.) is a
junior gold exploration venture with two Nevada gold exploration
properties,  as  well  as  an  Ontario  graphite-gold  exploration
property. The Nevada properties are located along the Battle
Mountain–Eureka Gold Trend, one of the most prospective gold
mining districts in the world. The two adjacent properties sit a
short distance away from some of Barrick Gold’s and Nevada Gold
Mines’ largest mines and deposits.

Westward Gold’s two adjacent properties in Nevada are near large
gold  mines  and  deposits  including  Cortez,  Cortez  Hills,
Pipeline,  Goldrush,  and  Four  Mile
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Source: Westward Gold company presentation

Westward Gold’s two Nevada gold projects are:

Toiyabe  Gold  Project  (earning  into  a  100%  ownership
position) – An advanced stage exploration project covering
1,340  hectares  with  past  drilling,  active  permits  in
place, and a historic Resource of 173koz of gold at 1.2g/t
(not yet to be relied upon). The historic Courtney Zone
resource  is  largely  hosted  in  mineralized  structures
between 15-75m from the surface.
Turquoise Canyon Project (earning into a 100% ownership
position) – A greenfield property of 1,530 hectares with
geological  characteristics  trending  from  the  adjacent
Toiyabe Project. There has been no drilling to date but
there  has  been  anomalous  gold  found  in  soil  samples.
Surface  expression  of  the  Roberts  Mountain  Thrust  and
surface  geochemical  anomalies  coincide  with  gravity
anomalies indicating mineralization at depth.

Westward Gold also has a 90% earn-in interest on the Mulloy
Project,  a  graphite  and  gold  exploration  property  of  1,328
hectares in Ontario, Canada. Past drilling at the Project has
intercepted 16.9m of 0.67g/t Au, 0.7m of 1.54 g/t Au, 1.5m of
1.22 g/t Au, and 1.2m of 3.33 g/t.

Latest news and results at the Toiyabe and Turquoise Canyon gold
projects in Nevada

In news just released last week, Westward Gold announced results
of their hyperspectral core imaging and airborne hyperspectral
survey campaigns at the Toiyabe and Turquoise Canyon Projects.
Westward Gold stated:
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“The  initial  results  of  the  two  surveys  confirm  a  large
hydrothermal footprint at Toiyabe, resulting in alteration of
favorable  host  rocks,  predominantly  the  Wenban  and  Roberts
Mountains Formations. These formations are also important hosts
at many nearby large-scale gold mines and deposits, including
Pipeline, South Pipeline, Crossroads, Cortez Pits, and Cortez
Hills. The recent hyperspectral data builds upon the legacy
data….The newly-identified and quantified alteration will aid as
a pathfinder to mineralization, allowing Westward to optimize
future  drill  targets  and  potentially  expand  upon  previous
significant  intercepts.  The  Company  is  in  the  process  of
planning its inaugural drill campaign for the first half of
2022.”

Note: The legacy data includes the historical Resource of 173koz
of gold at 1.2g/t at Toiyabe.

Regarding the airborne hyperspectral survey, a total area of ~35
square  kilometers  was  processed,  including  both  Toiyabe  and
Turquoise Canyon, and surrounding land. Westward Gold stated:

“The airborne survey has identified alteration minerals along
the  surface  expression  of  structures,  indicating  these
structures likely acted as fluid conduits similar in nature to
those observed in the Toiyabe drill core……The distribution of
alteration minerals seen on the surface at Turquoise Canyon
confirms  previously-inferred  structures,  and  is  spatially
associated with anomalous gold, silver, arsenic, lead, and zinc
in soil.”

Next steps

Westward Gold only acquired (via earn in options) their two new
Nevada properties in April and June of this year. The results
reported last week from hyperspectral surveys (both core samples
and airborne survey) are now being assembled together to build a
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3D model of the Toiyabe and Turquoise Canyon properties. When
completed, the model will provide the first 3D visualization of
surface and subsurface data at the projects. Results so far look
reasonably positive especially the large hydrothermal footprint.
This is all leading up to determine the best drill targets for a
H1 2022 drill campaign.

Westward Gold investment highlights

Source: Westward Gold company presentation

Closing remarks

Nevada is well known globally as a top-tier gold location, and
in  2018  Nevada  produced  5.58  million  troy  ounces  of  gold,
representing  78%  of  US  gold  and  5.0%  of  the  world’s  gold
production.

Westward Gold trades on a market cap of only C$7.6 million,
which means if they make a good size gold discovery in 2022 the
stock can potentially move many times higher. Risk for early-
stage miners is high,so investors need to invest cautiously. All
indicators and the past results are looking good, so stay tuned
over the next year to see what Westward Gold can discover in
Nevada, and perhaps also in Ontario.
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